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Profile Summary

Associate Professor Kanokwan Manorom has more than 20 years of experience in carrying out research in fields such
as political economy and natural resource governance, gender and livelihoods analysis, development and impact
assessment in the Northeast region of Thailand and the Mekong river basin.

Qualifications and Training

University of Missouri-Columbia, The United States of America

Ph.D. Rural Sociology 1997
Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), Thailand

M.Sc. Rural Regional Development and Planning 1992
Khon Kean University, Thailand

B.A Community Development 1988

Faculty Dean, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand, 2014-2017

Language Proficiency

Languages Levels
Thai Excellence
English Good
Lao Good

Academic acknowledgements
1. Australian Leadership Award (ALA) as a visiting scholar based at the University of Sydney, November 2010-
July 2011
2. Outstanding researcher granted by Ubon Ratchathani University, 2018
3. Director, Mekong-Sub Region Social Research Center (MSSRC), Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani
University, Thailand, 2017-presence

4. Senior Research Scholar in Sociology of the National Research Council of Thailand (2022-present)

Director, Mekong-Sub Region Social Research Center (MSSRC), Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani
University, Thailand, 2017-present

The Project Advisory Committee (PAC) for RECOFTC (Regional Community Forestry Training Center)
(February 2021-present)

Steering Committee member, The Sustainable Mekong Research Network (SUMERNET), Stockholm  Environment
Institute (SEI), 2018-June 2020

Adjunct Professor for co-ordination of 7940ESC course, run by University of Queensland (2016-2019)
Project Leader, Fellowship Program, Professional Development of Water Governance and Regional
Development in the Mekong Basin, supported by CGIAR Research Program on Water, Land and

Ecosystems Greater Mekong Program and Australian Aid, 2016-2018
Faculty Dean, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Ubon Ratchathani University, Thailand, 2014-2017

Co-chair, Mekong Program on Water, Environment and Resilience (M-POWER program), Mekong research Network,
2012-2017


mailto:kanokwan.m@ubu.ac.th

Co-Leader, M-POWER fellowship program, funded by the CGIAR Challenge Program on Water and
Food, 2010-2015

International research grants

2023-2025

2022-2023

2021

2021

2020-2021

2018-2020
2015-2016

2016-2018

Social Sciences and Humanities Research (SSHRC) of Canada. Slow violence and water
(in)justice: (Feminist) Political ecologies of intergenerational struggles in the Mekong region

Swedwatch. Kanokwan Manorom. Safeguarding the right to a healthy environment in the
context of hydropower development in the Mekong, Sweden

Center for Social Development Studies, Faculty of Political Science, ChulalongkornUniversity,
and Cambodia Development Research Institute. Middleton, C., Widyasari, A., Manorom, K.,
Devlaeminck, D.J. and Intralawan, A. Strengthening water diplomacy through water data sharing and
inclusive evidence-based transboundary governance. August, 2021.
SUMERNET (The Sustainable Mekong Research Network), Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI). Co-Principal Investigator. Co-creating Knowledge to Enhance Women’s Leadership
for Inclusive River Governance and Livelihood Resilience in the Mekong Region.
SUMERNET ((The Sustainable Mekong Research Network), Stockholm Environment
Institute (SEI). Co-Principal Investigator. Strengthening Pathways for Rights-Based Approaches in
Mekong Hydropower: Towards Inclusive and Sustainable growth.
NASA, East-West Center, USA- Co-Principal Investigator. The Agrarian Transition in Mainland
Southeast Asia: Changes in Rice Farming—1995 to 2018
Margaret E. Cargill Foundation- Co-Principal Investigation. The People and their river, the World
Bank and its dam: Revisiting the Xe Bang Fai River in Laos.
Margaret E. Cargill Foundation and Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
Canada (SSHRC) -Co-Principal Investigation. Importance of Tributaries of the Mekong on Fishery
Resources Management

Thailand Research Grants
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2563-2565
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2564
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International Journal papers and Thai paper




Hoogesteger, J., Suhardiman, D., Boelens, R., de Castro, F., Duarte-Abadia, B., Hidalgo-Bastidas, J., Liebrand, J.,
Herndndez-Mora, N., Manorom, K., Veldwisch, G., & Vos, J. 2023. River Commoning and the State: A
Cross-Country Analysis of River Defense Collectives. Politics and Governance, 11(2), 280-292.
doi:https://doi.org/10.17645/pag.v11i2.6316

Arunee Promkhambut, Phanwin Yokying, Kevin Woods, Micah Fisher, Ming Li Yong, Kanokwan Manorom, lan G.
Baird, Jefferson Fox. 2023. Rethinking agrarian transition in Southeast Asia through rice farming in Thailand,
World Development, 169 (106309), 1-14.

Sirasak Gaja-Svasti, lan G. Baird & Kanokwan Manorom 2022 The value of wild fish: diet and
livelihoods in two rural villages in the Mun River Basin, northeastern Thailand, South East Asia Research, 30:3,
287-307, DOI: 10.1080/0967828X.2022.2118621

Suhardiman, D, Manorom, K and Rigg, J. 2022. Institutional bricolage (re)shaping the different manifestations of state-
citizens relations in Mekong hydropower planning, Geoforum, 134: 118-130.

AUNITT WLIUSUE. 2565. AUNNVDI “NISHANLTY” SEUINUNAIANAIERSWaLTNINeImIE@ns 253 aLtnla “Anuenau”.

NIATHYBEINYN. 5(1): 253-263.

Baird, I. G., Manorom, K., Piyadeth, S., Gaja-Svasti, S., & Ninchaluene, C. (2021). Labour,
mechanization, market integration, and government policy: Agrarian change and lowland rice cultivation in
northeastern Thailand and southern Laos. Journal of Agrarian Change, 1-21. https://doi.org/10.
1111/joac.12452.

Manorom, K. 2021. Gender Dynamics and the Complexities of Cattle Ownership in North-Eastern.

Thailand. Asia-Pacific. Social Science Review. 21(3): 260-274.

Phongtep Bunkla, Wanapa Wongpinit and Manorom Kanokwan. 2021. Feminist Political Ecology,

Dams, Women and Wetland Ecology (Pa Bung Pa Taam) in the Middle Part of the Mun River. Stance: The Thai
Feminist Review. 2021. 8(1): 57-85. (Thai language)

Baird, I, G.; Manorom, K; Phenow, A and Gaja-Svasti, S, 2020. What about the tributaries of the
tributaries? Fish migrations, fisheries, dams and fishers’ knowledge in the Northeastern Thailand, International
Journal of Water Resources Development, 36(1): 170-199.

Baird, I.G.; Manorom, K.; Phenow, A. and Gaja-Svasti, S. 2020. Opening the gates of the Pak Mun dam:

Fish migrations, domestic water supply, irrigation projects and politics. Water Alternatives 13(1): 141-159

lan G. Baird & Kanokwan Manorom. 2019. Migrating fish and mobile knowledge: situated fishers’ knowledge and
social networks in the lower Mekong River Basin in Thailand, Laos and Cambodia, Mobilities.
DOI:10.1080/17450101.2019.1635343

Lebel, L.; Lebel, P.; Manorom, K. and Yishu, Z. 2019. Gender in development discourses of civil society organisations
and Mekong hydropower dams Water Alternatives 12(1): 192-220.

Kanokwan M, lan G. Baird & Bruce Shoemaker. 2017. The World Bank, Hydropower-based Poverty Alleviation and
Indigenous Peoples: On-the-Ground Realities in the Xe Bang Fai River Basin of Laos, Forum for Development
Studies, DOI: 10.1080/08039410.2016.1273850

Baird, 1.G., Shoemaker, B.P, and Manorom, K. 2015. The People and their river, the World Bank and its dam:
Revisiting the Xe Bang Fai River in Laos. Development and Change 46(5): 1080-1105.

David Hall and Kanokwan Manorom. Decision making in the Mekong: Science, Nature and Society. 2015. Journal of
Global Asia. 10 (1): 20-30.

Xing Lyu, Phillip Hirsch, Ham Kimkong, Kanokwan Manorom and Tubtim Tubtim. 2013. Cross-boundary Peer
learning in the Mekong: A case of field based education in Resource Management. Journal of Contemporary
Research and Education, 150: 41-52.

Kanokwan Manorom, et a., 2010. Cross-Border Contract Farming Arrangements: Variations and Implications in the
Lao People’s Democratic Republic. Journal of Mekong Sub-region Development Studies, Vol. 5, pp. 33-54.

Kanokwan Manorom. 2006. Opening the Sluice Gates of the Pak Mun Dam in Thailand for Four Months: Questions for
Sustainable Development of People’s livelihood and Ecological Restoration, JCAS Symposium Series 25.
International Symposium: Mediating for Sustainable Development in the Mekong Basin. The Japan Center for Asia
Studies.

Kanokwan Manorom. 2007. People’s EIA: Mechanism for People’s Participation in Environmental Management.
Watershed. VVol. 12 No. 1 (July-February 2007).

International book chapters



https://doi.org/10.17645/pag.v11i2.6316

Kanokwan Manorom. 2021. Irrigating Isan: Northeastern Identities and the Politics of Water, in
Environmental Politics and Military Authoritarianism in Thailand. Special section of the Kyoto
Review of Southeast Asia.

Kanokwan Manorom. 2020. NGOs and Civil Society in Thailand, in Routledge Handbook of Contemporary
Thailand, edited by Pavin Chachavalpongpun, pp. 366-378. London and New York. Routledge.

Kanokwan Manorom. 2020. Participatory Water Governance and Impact Assessment: A Case study of the
Hua Na Irrigation Project in Northeast Thailand, in Opportunity and Challenges for the Greater
Mekong Sub-region: Building a Shared Vision of our River, edited by Charles Samuel Johnston and
Xin Chen. pp. 121-141. London and New York. Routledge.

Middleton, C, Kanokwan Manorom, Nguyen Van Kien, Outhai Soukkhy and Albert Salamanca. 2019.
Knowledge coproduction for recovering wetlands, agro-ecological farming, and livelihoods in the
Mekong Region Carl Middleton, in Development and Climate Change in the Mekong region, edited
by Chayanis Krittasudthacheewa Hap Navy Bui Duc Tinh Saykham Voladet. SUMERNET program,
SEIL.

Kanokwan Manorom. 2018. Hydropower Resettlement in the Mekong region. Water Land and Ecosystem (WLE

Greater Mekong Program), https://wle-mekong.cgiar.org/wp-content/uploads/MK32-SOK- resettlement-in-the-Mekong-
1.pdf
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International consultant experience

Beesey, Allen and Manorom, Kanokwan. 2023. A survey on knowledge, attitudes and practices on masculinities
under water governance in the Lower Mekong Basin with a view to propose opportunities for future impact
interventions of MRWGP.Oxfam Cambodia.

ICEM. 2010, MRC Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) of hydropower on the Mekong mainstream, Hanoi,
Viet Nam. (Kanokwan Manorom as social expert)
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